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were in my time. . . . The very women and children
have aspired to this praise and celestial manner of
good learning. . . . Wherefore, my son, I admonish thee
to employ thy youth to profit as well as thou canst, both
in thy studies and in virtue.
'I intend and will have it so that thou learn the languages
perfectly, first of all the Greek, as Quintilian will have it,
secondly the Latin, and then the Hebrew for the Holy
Scriptures' satos, an3 then the Chaldee and Arabic likewise,
and that thou frame thy style in Greek after the manner of
Plato, in Latin after that of Cicero. Let there be no history
which thou shalt not have ready in thy memory, unto the
prosecuting of which design books of cosmography will be
very conducible, and help thee much. Of the liberal arts
of geometry, arithmetic, and music, I gave thee some taste
when thou wast yet little and not above five or six years old.
Proceed further in them and learn the remainder if thou
canst. As for astronomy study all the rules thereof. Let
pass nevertheless the divining and judicial astronomy and
the art of Lullius, as being nothing else but plain abuses
and vamtiae. As for the civil law, of that I would have
thee to know the texts by heart, and then to compare them
with philosophy. Now in the matter of the knowledge
of the works of nature, I would have thee to study that
exactly ; that so there be no sea, river, nor fountain of
which thou dost not know the fishes, all the fowls of the
air, all the several kinds of shrubs and trees whether in
forests or orchards, all the sorts of herbs and flowers that
grow on the ground, all the various metals that are hid
within the bowels of the earth, together with all the di-
versity of precious stones that are to be seen in the orient
and south parts of the world. Let nothing of all these
be hidden from thee. Then fail not most carefully to
peruse the books of the Greek, Arabian, and Latin phy-

